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The article examines the atmospheric phenomenon dew as a culturally and linguisti-
cally conceptualised element in Bulgarian traditional culture, adopting an ethnolinguistic
approach to the conceptualisation of dew as an example of the interaction between lan-
guage, symbolic thought, and traditional knowledge. The analysis focuses on the linguis-
tic nomination of the phenomenon, its lexical field, and the processes of secondary cul-
tural semantisation through which natural moisture is transformed into a stable cultural
sign. Dew is interpreted as a sacralised natural substance with a clearly defined liminal
status — between night and day, heaven and earth, the natural and the supernatural. Draw-
ing on lexicographic, ethnographic, and folkloric sources, the study traces stable semantic
models that structure the folk conceptions of dew within the Bulgarian traditional
worldview.
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