
BULGARIAN LANGUAGE 73 (2026), 1, 28–47 
Print ISSN: 0005-4283, Online ISSN: 2603-3372 

doi: 10.47810/BL.73.26.01.03 

________________________________________________________ 

© ROBERTINO STOILOV, 2026 
This open access article of journal “Balgarski ezik” (“Bulgarian Language”) is published under 

the terms of Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International Public License (Attribution-NonCom-
mercial-NoDerivatives 4.0 International – CC-BY-NC-ND 4.0). 

 
 

 
DEW AS SACRALISED NATURAL MOISTURE: NOMINATION  
AND CULTURAL SEMANTICS IN BULGARIAN TRADITION 
 
ROBERTINO STOILOV (BULGARIA) 
INSTITUTE FOR BULGARIAN LANGUAGE, BULGARIAN ACADEMY OF SCIENCES 
r.stoilov@ibl.bas.bg , stoilov.robertino@gmail.com 

 
The article examines the atmospheric phenomenon dew as a culturally and linguisti-

cally conceptualised element in Bulgarian traditional culture, adopting an ethnolinguistic 
approach to the conceptualisation of dew as an example of the interaction between lan-
guage, symbolic thought, and traditional knowledge. The analysis focuses on the linguis-
tic nomination of the phenomenon, its lexical field, and the processes of secondary cul-
tural semantisation through which natural moisture is transformed into a stable cultural 
sign. Dew is interpreted as a sacralised natural substance with a clearly defined liminal 
status – between night and day, heaven and earth, the natural and the supernatural. Draw-
ing on lexicographic, ethnographic, and folkloric sources, the study traces stable semantic 
models that structure the folk conceptions of dew within the Bulgarian traditional 
worldview. 
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